
The Dirty Dozen CleanupÊ  

Toolkit 
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The Beach Co-op 

-   Remove it from the beach 

-   Refuse it when making purchases 

-   Work with brands and companies who want to use less plastic 

-  Encourage manufacturers to design plastic packaging with a 

 circular economy in mind i.e. design for recyclability. 

  

Our single-use plastics 

mission is to work with it 

at all points of its supply 

chain 
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- There is growing concern about the amount of plastic and other  

 waste entering the sea 

- We need a practical tool to track the litter so we can understand  

 how to manage our waste better  

- Collecting litter on beaches is the easiest way to track litter at sea,  

 and it helps to reduce the amounts of plastic in the environment 

Goal 1: Keep South Africaôs 

beaches clean and healthy 
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What is the Dirty Dozen? 

- Designed by Prof. Peter Ryan (UCT) 

-   The Dirty Dozen are 12 common plastic litter items, which 

 provides insights to the different sources of marine litter 

- The Dirty Dozen methodology offers citizens a simple             

 way to contribute by collecting data while also making   a 

 difference by cleaning beaches 

 



The Dirty Dozen 

COOLDRINK 

BOTTLES 
WATER 

BOTTLES 

COOLDRINK 

LIDS 

CARRIER 

BAGS 
CRISP 

PACKETS 
INDIVIDUAL 

 SWEET WRAPPER 

STRAWS EAR BUDS 
LOLLYPOP  

STICKS 

CIGARETTE 

LIGHTERS 

FISHING 

LINE 

LIGHT  

STICKS 
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Ways To Log Your Data 

1. Marine Debris Tracker App  

   Download the Marine Debris Tracker App: 

   IOS or Android 

     - Select  start tracking and use The Beach Co-opôs list  

     - Log your cleanup items 

     - Add a description of the cleanup 

     - Submit your data 

 

   OR use the.. . 

 

2. Dirty  Dozen Sheet  

   Download the Dirty Dozen Data Sheet 

     - Print out or fill in digital 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/marine-debris-tracker/id432758761
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.uga.engr.geolog.marinedebristrack&hl=en_ZA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jGk7dfG0vYAEw9QwCo9yf9zc-M_WnTwy/view?usp=sharing
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The Leader 

- Brief the team about the Dirty Dozen and how to 

 complete  the data sheet 

-   Split the team into groups of about 5 people each 

- Instruct the teams to collect everything, but record only    

 Dirty Dozen items 



The Scribe 

-   Has a clipboard/notebook or uses the app to record 

-   Keeps track of the number of Dirty Dozen items and 

 carries the trash bag 

-   Can swap roles with other collectors during the cleanup 
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The Collectors 

-  Collect all items, but only call out Dirty Dozen items to the 

 scribe 

-   Watch out for the safety and security of other team 

 members 

-   Keep track of time 
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Post Cleanup 

-  Remember to fill in number of bags collected on data 

 sheet 

-  Decant litter into full bags and save bag for future 

 cleanups 

-  Take a photo of the group and bags 

-   Submit cleanup data on the app OR 

- Submit all data sheets to the leader to complete the 

     Dirty Dozen Google Form 

https://forms.gle/pAB5i5TBrFzwAtyV7
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The Dirty Dozen Google Form 

- Use this form if you did not use the app 

-  Fill in a description of the cleanup 

-  Fill in the length of beach cleaned, using a GPS or Google Earth 

-  Fill in the total number of Dirty Dozen items collected by the group 

 


